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QUICK FACTS: SAFE STORAGE
(from the Giffords Law Center, “Child Access Prevention and Safe Storage”)

Parents Underestimate Ease of Access to Firearms in the Home

4.6 million minors in the US live in homes with at least one loaded, unlocked firearm.!"! Many
children know where their parents keep their guns and have accessed household guns — even
if their parents think otherwise.

Many of these children handled guns without their parents’ knowledge. Nearly a quarter of

parents did not know that their children had handled a gun in their house.[3]

Access to Guns at Home Linked to School Shootings. Suicides & Unintentional deaths

Studies show that 70 - 90% of guns used in youth suicides, unintentional shootings among
children, and school shootings perpetrated by shooters under the age of 18 are acquired from

the home or the homes of relatives or friends.[4]

Several studies have shown that the risk of suicide and unintentional shootings among youth
increases in homes where guns are kept loaded and/or unlocked. ™!

Impact of Safe Storage

Estimates suggest that even modest increases in the number of American homes safely storing

firearms could prevent almost a third of youth gun deaths due to suicide and unintentional

firearm injury. [6]

Numerous studies over the past 20 years have found that Child Access Protection laws can
reduce suicide and unintentional gun deaths and injuries among children and teens by up to

54%, with the greatest reductions occurring in states which require safe storage of firearms. "]

Even among adults, compared with people who stored their firearms unlocked and/or loaded,
those who stored their firearms safely were less likely to die by firearm suicide.®!

One study found that states with a law in place that required handguns to be locked at least in

certain circumstances experienced reduced rates of firearm suicide.l”!

Safe Storage Decreases Gun Thefts

Unsecured weapons in homes and vehicles are also fueling an epidemic of gun thefts across
the country. These guns may be diverted to the underground market, where they are used in
crime.




Nationally—representative survey data suggests that approximately 380,000 guns are stolen
[10]

from individual gun owners each year.
From 2006 to 2016, the number of guns reported stolen from individuals increased by
approximately 60%.1"] Similarly, many cities have reported alarming spikes in the number of

firearms stolen from cars.m]

An analysis of more than 23,000 stolen firearms recovered by police between 2010 and 2016
found that the majority of these weapons were recovered in connection with crimes, including

more than 1,500 violent acts such as murder, kidnapping, and armed robbery.[13]

Gun owners who do not safely store their firearms are significantly more likely to have their guns
stolen.'4!
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